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Tot Assistant Secrctary—Indfan Aftaire (Gneraticns)
From Area Director
Subjects Jackpile Uranlum hine Fydreology Study

Ve are respouding to your meworandua of oy 15, 1934, concerning the pronposed
Jackpfle Uranium Mine Hydrology Study.

i Pureau of Incian Affafre (BIA) end the Bureau of Lind ianzgesent (KLN)

are Cutpetoting on the Eavironusental ligpact Statesent (RIS) for the
Jactpile-Paguate Reclasations The LIS task force &5 in the procees of out-
1ining adficfonal hydrolosic studies. The Assistant Sceretary, Land and
Yirerals Kanagewent, Dre Garrey Carruthers, has tentatively arranged for the
UeSe Geological Survey (USGS) to do the new hydrolezy worke background
information on the new study and u stacement of vork are attachede We propose
this work to bLe obvtained from the USGS as the DIA s cre (313,000) of the study.
Our reconuendations are outlined below.

1. The BIA has Jdeterained thet presently corplled informution &nd aralysis
is not adequate for deteraininz levels of groundwater recovery with any
degree of confidence aud it 1s not practical to design the Jackpile
backfill levels on the basis of the previous studics. .

2, The BIA supporis a teclamation plan for surface drainage of the wine site
to avoid ponded water. This option would overcome the uacertainties in
predicting vroundiater recoverys

3, Other parties end other lssues reguire adlitional a;thorltattve suppore
for u dccision on iroundsater recovary levels,

4o Coupletion of the attechod scope of work would be valuulle to dexuvastrate
to the Puctlo sud FUY the uncertalnty fu the hydrology inforcation. The
evaluntion of hoth perccshility aud ruchor e vader vork item 2 le
yerticularly erfticale Any doleticon of iteus frea the propesed scope of
work would iupair its uwsefulnees to the TIA. Jeccordingly, we suzizest taat
the SIA seci un interarency agreezceut with the GLY and USCS for USCS to
provide the atracned scope of worke I£ the Uiawd 18 unable to provide the
required work iftews, we cug,est that the work {ters may lte acquired in a
tincly sauier froa an outside specialist eud tlhie R1A should witidrav from

the USCGS stucdye. '
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5. The USCS work mugt be done independently without direct particlipstion by
Anzconda or their consultants, except es requested by USGS for data or
explanations of Anacondz’s previous worke This would avoid bias by
Anaconda over the results of the study.

6. If the USSS work requested by the BIA is not coumitted to proceed by
July 8, 1984, then the 1TA should obtain the same scope of work from out-—
alde sourcea, Such an approach will alilow the Bureau and the FIS
participants access to sufficient information to support ouxr position
wvithout undue delay to the EIS,

We recommend that the fmplewentatfon of this study be cocrdinated with USGS and
hL't eccordingly,

(Sgd) VINCENT LITTLE
Area Director

Attachpnents

cc: Sid Mills, w/Enclosures
Ldguna Agency, wanclosures
"BLM, w/Enclosures ™
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